
How drought is killing Zimbabwe
The country is teetering on the brink as people struggle to �nd clean drinking
water, medicines and nutritious food

3 December 2019, Peyvand Khorsandi

"There are some families that go to bed some days without one meal — people are
struggling simply because even basic medicines are not available," says Eddie Rowe,
World Food Programme (WFP) country representative and director for Zimbabwe.

Power cuts
The country is su�ering its worst hunger crisis in more than a decade. "Prices of basic
commodities are skyrocketing," he says. "Many products are not even available — we
estimate 2.3 million people in about 15 towns and cities are not just food insecure, they
are in poverty."

A dire shortage of currency, hyperin�ation, lack of fuel, prolonged power outages, a
dearth of clean drinking water and large-scale livestock losses are a�icting 2.2 million
people in cities and 5.5 million people in rural villages.

With the lean season in full swing, southern Africa is in the grip of unprecedented
climate-driven disaster. Temperatures in the region are rising at more than twice the
average global rate and ever more erratic rainy seasons are hitting the country's
subsistence farmers hard.

In the rural areas, WFP is rapidly expanding an already sizeable emergency operation,
with drought, �ooding and macro-economic meltdown plunging 7.7 million people — half
Zimbabwe's population — into severe hunger.

"We aim to scale up to assist more than 4.1 million people by January, which is the peak
of the lean season," says Rowe — double the �gure WFP is helping now.

A huge logistical undertaking, the scale-up envisages the sourcing, purchase and delivery
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